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James H. (Petey) Sims is 
starting his first year at 
Graceville Elementary. He will 
be principal upon Mrs. Barbara 
Mixson’s retirement January 
31st.  He has been a teacher 
and administrator for 26 years 
in the Jackson County School 

District, including two years as assistant principal 
at Graceville High School. Mr. Sims holds a 
Bachelors degree in Agricultural Education, a 
Masters degree in Educational Leadership and a 
Specialist degree in Curriculum and Instruction. 
 
Mr. Sims, a life long resident of Jackson County, 
and his wife Liz have been married 28 years.  They 
have four children and are expecting their third 
grandchild in December. He enjoys sports, 
gardening and the Gators. 
 
When asked about his return to Graceville Mr. 
Sims said, “I’m excited to be back in Graceville. 
This is a wonderful community and I look forward 
to working with everyone to provide our children 
the best education possible.” 
 

“Paws-abilities” at GES 
 
 
1 ~ Grade 2 Parent Night 6:00 p.m. in Classrooms 
      Grade 1 Conferences  
2 ~ Grade 1 Conferences  
3 ~ Grade 5 Parent Night 6:00 p.m. Conference Room 
       Grade 2 Conferences  
4 ~ Grade 2 Conferences  
7 ~ Labor Day-No School 
8 ~ Grade K Parent Night 6:00 p.m. in Classrooms 

Grade 2 Conferences  
Music Donut Sales Begin 
Orff Ensemble Rehearsals Begin 
Tiger Chorus Rehearsals Begin 

9 ~ Grade 3 Conferences  
Guitar Class II Begins 

10 ~ Grade 4 Parent Night @ 6:00 p.m. Conference Room 
         Grade 3 Conferences  
11 ~ Grade 4 Conferences  
 Guitar Class I Begins 
14 ~ Grade 4 Conferences  
15 ~ Grade 3 Parent Night  6:00 p.m. in Classrooms 
       Grade 4 Conferences  
16 ~ School Pictures 
17 ~ Grade 5 Conferences  
18 ~ Grade 5 Conferences  
21 ~ PreK Orientation 8:00 – 9:00 a.m. Conference Room 
22 ~ Autumn Begins 
24 ~  Donuts Delivered 

 

According to CDC guidelines, Mrs. Mixson 
requests that all children diagnosed with 
Swine Flue (H1N1) remain home a full 7 

days after the onset of fever since they are 
contagious for that length of time.   

Thank you.  

Graceville Elementary School 
Barbara J. Mixson, Principal 

5331 Alabama Street 
Graceville, FL  32440 

850-263-4402                   fax:  850-263-3304 
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                            Our character trait for the month of September is punctuality.     

Roundup In Learning 
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Debbie Stickle is the new Pre-K teacher at 
Graceville Elementary School. 
She graduated Cum Laude from the 
University of West Florida in May 2009 
with a BA in Elementary/Exceptional 
Student Ed/ESOL Ed. She is certified in 
K-6, K-12 Special Ed, and Pre-K - 3rd 
Early Childhood. 
 

She has worked in the public school system for eight years 
and the private school system for four years. Her husband, 
Jim, is the children’s pastor at Damascus Baptist Church. 
They have three children, Sarah, 10, Rachel, 9, and David, 7. 
 
Stickle says, “I am excited to teach Pre-K this year and I am 
looking forward to serving the children and their families 
through our program here at GES. We are going to have a 
great year!” 
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Chelsea Cushing is a new first grade teacher 
at Graceville Elementary School. She has a 
BS degree from the University of Florida, 
with a degree in elementary education. 
 
She has taught four years at Cottondale 
Elementary School, one year at Kate Smith 
Elementary and one year at Golson 
Elementary. 
 
She is married to Jeremy Cushing and they have one son, 
Gabriel, age 4 and one daughter, Caroline, 21 months old. 
Her hobbies include spending time with family and going to 
Gator football games and other Gator events. 
 
“I am so excited to be teaching at GES. I am looking forward 
to a great year and cheering for the Graceville Tigers,” 
commented Cushing. 
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Janay Blackburn is also a new first grade 
teacher at Graceville Elementary School. 
Blackburn is a former graduate of Graceville 
High School. 
 
She received her AA degree in December 
2007 from Chipola College and her BS 
degree from Florida State University, Magna 
Cum Laude in May 2009. 
She is married to Todd Blackburn are they 
have four children, Chris, Michael, Colby 

and Brooke. 
 
“I am very exited to be following in the footsteps of my 
mother and grandmother teaching at GES,” stated Blackburn. 

�������
�	����  
Connie Matthews is the new second grade 
teacher at Graceville Elementary School. 
This is her first full year teaching. She began 
teaching second grade at GES in February of 
the last school year. 
 
She is a graduate of Slocomb High School. 
She received a BS in elementary education 
from Troy University in 2008. 
 
She and her husband, David Matthews have been married for 
six years, and they reside in Dothan, AL. 
 
Matthew commented, “I am very excited to once again be part 
of the Graceville Elementary faculty and look forward to a 
wonderful school year.” 
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Rodgers Coleman is a new third grade 
teacher at Graceville Elementary. He is a 
graduate of Vernon High School. He earned 
an AA degree from Gulf Coast Community 
College, and he graduated from the 
University of West Florida with a degree in 
educational studies in elementary/special 
education. 
 
Coleman has worked six years in the 

Jackson County School System. He has worked as a Para-
professional, and as a teacher at Malone School. 
 
“I am looking forward to a fantastic year teaching third grade 
at Graceville Elementary School. I cannot wait to see the 
bright smiling faces that are ready to learn,” stated Coleman. 
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Dani Miller is also a new third grade 
teacher at Graceville Elementary. Miller 
graduated with honors from Chipley 
High School. She holds an AA Degree 
from Chipola College and a BS Degree 
from the University of West Florida with 
a degree in special education/elementary 
education. 
Miller previously taught eighth grade at 
Roulhac Middle School. 
She is married to Travis Miller and the 
couple has two daughters, Ashtyn, (5) and Hailey (2). 
Her hobbies include: Spending time with family, 
scrapbooking, and going to all of the Graceville Tiger ball 
games. 
Miller commented, “I’m very excited to start the new school 
year and can’t wait to teach third grade at Graceville 
Elementary.” 
 
 

%����&������������&�������'	�����(  


