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Our character trait for the month of March is patience.

Roundup In Learning

Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Monday
March 9 March 10 March 11 March 12 March 15
*FCAT Testing *FCAT Testing *FCAT Testing *FCAT Testing *FCAT Testing

Dear Parent/Guardian:

After each FCAT administration, the Florida Department of Education evaluates
assessment policies and procedures and implements changes when necessary. Parent
awareness and support is a cructal part of the assessment process, and we wauld like to
temind you of an important policy change that has been in effect since 2007,

“Paws-abilities” at GES
March

9-17 ~ FCAT Testing

24 ~ End of 9 Weeks

26 ~ AR Store

29-April 2 ~ Spring Break—NO SCHOOL

Students have not historically been permitted to have electronic devices in their
possession during testing, However, there has previously been some flexibility regarding
the policy, which stated that violation mray result in test invalidation. Due o concems

April based on recent security violations involving camera phones, the policy has been revised
S~ Students Return from Spring Break to state that violation of the policy will result in test invalidation. If your child 35 found
9~ Report Card Day with an electronic device that teproduces, transmits, calculates, or records (e.g., 2 cell
19-23 ~ JC Writes Week phone, camera, ot pager) in his or her pocket, clipped to the belt, at his or her desk, ot
22 ~  Music in Schools

within his or her reach during testing (even if the device is tuned off and not being used),

23-30 ~ Book Fair the test will be invalidated-WILL NOT BE SCORED.

27 ~ Progress Reports
28 ~ K-1 Field Day

29 ~  2-3 Field Day
4-5 Field Day

It s not our intention fo restrict student privileges or alter existing district policies but to
work within the framework of existing laws to maintain the security of the FCAT.

When addressing the issue of cell phones, it should be noted that while Section
1006.07(2), Florida Statues states that “a student may possess wireless communication
devices while on school property or af school functions,” it also states that “the regulation
of when and how such devices may be used during such times may still be determined by
the district school board.”

As always, it is our goal to keep you well informed as to how you can best support your

students to maximize their performance on the FCAT. If you have any questions or
concerns, plgase contact your school's guidance office.
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- @ % students need to be present
- % . ontime for school everyday.
i GES children have worked

very hard preparing for FCAT
testing. Parents should make sure their childrén
a good night’s sleep during FCAT days. There
be free breakfast at school available for all stisl
Parents, if your children do not choose to eat at
school, please be sure they eat a nutritious basa
at home.

s, Director, Student Services



New Books- Students at GES
are enjoying 400 new books.
The books arrived in January
and have been "flying" off the
shelves! The books include
both fiction and non-fiction titles. Some of the
favorites include the Diary of a Wimpy Kikries
and Sunshine State Readers for 2009-2010.

AR Store - The AR store for the 3rd nine-weeks

be on Friday, March 26. Students will be able to
"spend" the AR points they have earned. Also on
March 26, students who have reached their AR gqgl
for the 3rd nine-weeks will be wearing AR
armbands.

Sunshine State Readers Students in grades 3-5,
along with thousands of other elementary student
across Florida, will be voting on their favorite
Sunshine State Reader in April. Students who re
at least 3 of the Sunshine State Readers will be
eligible to vote. They will also be eligible taextd
an ice cream sundae party after the election esul
have been tabulated.

Spring Book Fair, 2010- The Spring Scholastic

Book Fair will be April 26 - 30. Parent volunteers

will be needed and most appreciated during the willek
of the book fair. We are planning a Family

Afternoon on Wednesday, April 28, 3:00 - 6:00 p.
The book fair will be open each day until 3:30 an

will remain open late on Wednesday.

Read for the World Record Summer Reading L #
Challenge- Be watching for information about this - '
exciting summer reading program. Students at G[iSHelp your school library by collecting Box Tops for

will be able to login and participate with thousand i Education. During the next several weeks Tuesday
of students from across the country. Tracks will feature a list of products that havexBo

Tops points printed on the package. Cut out and
collect Box Tops to purchase books for the library.

Ziploc® Brand Fresh Produce Bags
Ziploc® Brand Sandwich Bags

Genius is nothing but a great aptitude for patienc _
George-Lewis de Buffo - Ziploc® Brand Snack Bags

Ziploc® Brand Snap ‘n Seal Containers
Ziploc® Brand Storage Bags
Ziploc® Brand Treat Bags

Ziploc® Brand Twist ‘n Loc® Containers
Ziploc® Brand Vacuum Bags
Ziploc® Brand Zip ‘n Steam™ Bags



